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—THᴇ T Iᴍᴇ S

TH E BOOK S H O P

A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN BOOKSTORE

EVAN FR I S S

NEW YORK
TIMES

BESTSELLER

P

E
VA

N
F
RISS

A
H
ISTO

RY
O
F
TH

E
A
M
ERICAN

B
O
O
KSTO

RE
T
H
E
B
O
O
K
SH

O
P

P

A NEW YORK TIME S BE ST S EL L ER

“A spirited defense of this important, odd, and odds-defying American retail category.”

---THE NEW YORK TIMES

“It is a delight to wander through the bookstores
of American history in this warm, generous book.”

---EMMA STRAUB, author of BOOKS ARE MAGIC

“Lively … a work of popular history that is both entertaining and informative.”

---THE WASHINGTON POST

Bookstores have always been unlike any other kind of store, shaping readers and writers,
and influencing our tastes, thoughts, and politics. They are powerful spaces, but they
are also endangered ones. In The Bookshop, we see the stakes: what has been, and what
might be lost. Evan Friss draws on oral histories, municipal records, diaries, letters, and
interviews to offer a fascinating look at an institution beloved across generations.
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